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THE TURN OP THE TIDE
[CHAP
a confidential despatch for me, that, so far as is possible may be thoroughly acquainted with the facts.5 One poi he made clear from, the outset, as might be anticipated fr< his insistence on accompanying his great measure of I form by a Corrupt Practices Act. He was resolved tl no countenance whatever should be given by his new ganisation to the practice on which both parties had too oft relied in the past, the winning of elections by bribery.
Disraeli was thus responsible for starting the first gr< party machine, and he reaped the harvest in the victory 1874. But, though experience here and elsewhere seems prove that party organisations are essential to democra government, Disraeli's judicious admirers are hardly lik< to claim much credit for him on the score of this feat, might have been expected, the Liberals bettered the C< servative example by perfecting the Birmingham cauc and extending its operations to the whole country; and 1 machine soon became so highly organised on both sides as make increasingly difficult the entry into the House Commons, and the continuance there, of those independ< politicians to secure whose adhesion it was necessary : Governments in the past to look beyond party. Hence th( has come a serious decline of Parliamentary control o^ Ministers; and a great accession of power to the statesm or the party committee who may happen to have commanc at the preceding election the support of a majority in 1 constituencies.
The full importance of the parade of Conservative as ciations at Manchester was hardly realised at the time; a attention was mainly fixed on the great meeting on 1 Wednesday evening * in the Free Trade Hall, where, w Derby by his side and the numerous Conservative memb for the county on the platform, Disraeli spoke to an enthi astic audience with unflagging spirit for three hours anc quarter. In this effort, so tremendous for a man ne? very robust and in his sixty-eighth year, he was sustain
i April 3.fterwards  Sir   John  Gorst,   Q.C.,  Solicitor-General,  and  subsequently Under-Secretary for India.
